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ACADEMIC  PROFILE

I explore international relations and my main fields of interest are as detailed below:

1. Regional studies – South Asia: India, Pakistan, Afghanistan

2. Non-state actors and international conflict

3. Civil wars and ethnic conflict

Regional Studies – South Asia
My area of expertise is South Asia – India, Pakistan and Afghanistan. It started in my Ph.D. dissertation under the instruction of Prof. Michael Brecher from McGill University, who is an expert in this region (especially in India). Following his advice, I enlarged my research on this important and actual region, which is not covered by scholars at Bar-Ilan University, and in fact is studied only by few at other Israeli universities. In the qualitative part of my Ph.D. dissertation, and in a paper published in the Journal of Conflict Studies, I explored the core issues and the role of ethnic non-state actors in the India-Pakistan protracted conflict –particularly over Kashmir, and compared them with those involved in the Arab-Israeli conflict. 
I then explored and published an article in the journal Comparative Studies of South Asia, Africa and the Middle East on the enduring violent conflict in Afghanistan, examined in three cycles of analysis: global, regional, and internal. Another article on this subject matter, published in the journal of Nationalism and Ethnic Politics, dealt with the border politics of the Afghan-Pakistani conflict zone. I also presented a paper on the regional dimension of the India-Pakistan conflict in a BESA conference held after the Mumbai 2008 terror attacks. Currently my research focuses on the comparison between the India-Pakistan and Arab-Israel protracted conflicts. I teach a seminar on conflicts and actors in South Asia and instruct MA students whose thesis relate to conflicts in this region. 
Non-State Actors and International Conflict
The theoretical background of my research began with non-state actors (NSAs) who take a growing part in major world events. In my MA thesis and in the PhD dissertation I presented frameworks for the analysis of the role played by these actors in conflicts, applying them to the study of international crises. I have long been a member of the International Crisis Behavior (ICB) Project, where I've thoroughly examined the ethnic dimension of crises, employed by ethnic-NSAs. Two papers were drawn out of this study and were published in the International Interactions journal. 

During my post-doctoral experience in the Center for International Development & Conflict Management (CIDCM) at the University of Maryland I've studied more statistical methods of analysis and used this knowledge to integrate two leading yet very different datasets – The ICB and the Minorities At Risk (MAR) - into a single empirical analysis of ethnic diversity in international conflict. The study, published in the Journal of Peace Research, linked ethnic conflict at the state level and its spillover to the international domain, and examined the interactions between states and NSAs in various disputes.

One of the contributions of my study on NSAs was the development of a theoretical tool to analyze the power of NSAs, designed in the Ph.D. dissertation and later in a paper published in the International Journal of Peace Studies. I introduced an index of NSA power that measured the power status of such actors, taking into account their unique resources and skills. This index was then applied to international crises that involved states and ethnic-NSAs, in the Cold-War and in the post-Cold War periods. A process of integrating this Index into the ICB dataset is about to begin.
 I am also interested in conflict management and resolution. In particular, I am investigating the role of international intervention in crises within the changing world order and focus on the role of mediation in crisis abatement. This study, published in the Journal of Conflict Studies, looks at different modes of Great Power intervention and international organizations' involvement in crises with and without the participation of NSAs, over time. 

Civil War and Ethnic Conflict
Going beyond international crises and in conjunction with my interest in NSAs, I'm also studying civil wars. Considering the changing nature of world politics, where ethnic conflict, civil war and international terror are central to the international agenda, I explore different types of civil war and their link to international affairs. Recently I published a paper on this issue, focusing on the spreading phenomenon of Muslim foreign fighters who join the Syrian civil war, and submitted another manuscript focusing on compound crises, which highlight the intersection of international crisis and civil war. 
My recent book, Conflict Change and Persistence: The India-Pakistan and Arab-Israeli Conflicts Compared, examines all these issues in two of the worlds’ most persisting conflicts, in South Asia and the Middle East.
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