PROF. JONATHAN RYNHOLD

CURRENT ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS/AFFILIATIONS

Professor			Political Studies Dept. Bar Ilan, 2016
Academic Director		Jonathan Sacks Institute, Bar-Ilan University, 2023-
Senior Research Associate 	Begin-Sadat Centre for Strategic Studies (BESA), Bar Ilan University, 1999- 


Previous Appointments/Affiliations

Head				Political Studies Dept. Bar Ilan University, Israel 2021-2025
Deputy Head			Political Studies Dept. Bar Ilan, 2014-2017
Director			Argov Center for Israel and the Jewish People, Bar Ilan, 2008-12, 2014-19 
Senior Lecturer/Lecturer	Political Studies Dept. Bar Ilan, 1999-2015

Visiting Professor		George Washington Univ., Political Science dept., Washington DC, 2012-13
Postdoctoral Fellow		Hebrew University, Jerusalem, Truman Institute for Peace, 1998-99
Tutorial Fellow		London School of Economics, International Relations dept., 1995-97.


ACADEMIC QUALIFICATIONS
PhD 	International Relations, 	London School of Economics 1998
MSc 		International Relations, 	London School of Economics 1993 (distinction for thesis)
BA   		International History & Politics 	University of Leeds 1992 (First Class; distinction for thesis)

RESEARCH INTERESTS
US-Israeli Relations
Israeli Politics and Foreign Policy  
Middle East Peace Process
Political Culture and Foreign Policy


PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES
Co-editor	Routledge book series: BESA Studies in International Security

Board Member
2023-		Begin-Sadat Center for Strategic Studies
2017-2025	Israel Council on Foreign Relations
2017-		Israel Journal of Foreign Relations
2017-20	Bar-Ilan University Press
2012-		Fathom Journal 
2010-2012	Israel Association of International Studies
2007-		Centre for the Study of the European Union, Bar-Ilan University 
2005-08	International Advisory Board for Academic Freedom (IAB)
1996-98 	Millennium - Journal of International Relations

Lectures/Briefings
Knesset, Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, IDF, United States State Department, foreign politicians and diplomats, Diaspora organizations, inc. annual conferences of JCPA, AIPAC, AJC, BICOM, CIJA  

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS


Book
1. The Arab-Israeli Conflict in American Political Culture (Cambridge University Press, 2015)
Best Book Prize, Israel Association for Political Science, 2016

Edited Volumes
2. US Foreign Policy & Global Standing in the 21st Century (Routledge, 2016) (with Efraim Inbar)
3. Israel at the Polls 2006 (Routledge, 2008) (with S. Sandler & M. Gerstenfeld)
4. Israel at the Polls 2003 (Routledge, 2005) (with S. Sandler & B. Mollov)


Articles and Book Chapters

US-Israeli Relations
5. ‘The Second Trump Administration’s Approach to, Foreign Policy, the Middle East and Israel,’ Israel Journal of Foreign Affairs 19(1) 2025.

6. ‘US-Israeli relations in the wake of October 7’ in D. Robinson Divine & A. Romirowsky eds. October 7: The War Over Words and Deeds. (Academic Studies Press, 2025)

7. ‘Partisanship & Support for Israel in the US’ in P.R. Kumaraswamy ed. International Handbook of Israel (Palgrave, 2023)
8. ‘US-Israeli Relations’, in G. Ben-Porat ed. Handbook on Contemporary Israel (Routledge, 2022): 183-196
9. ‘American Approaches to the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict’ in A. Siniver ed. Routledge Companion to the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict (Routledge, 2022): 420-438
10. ‘The Future of US–Israeli Relations’ Survival 63(5) 2021: 121-146
11. ‘Divide and Rule: Discursive Authority, Identity Dissonance, Ethnic Lobbies and US Foreign Policy, or How President Obama Defeated AIPAC over the 2015 Iran Deal’ Foreign Policy Analysis 17 (2) 2021: 21 pages. 
12. ‘Evangelicals and the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict’ in C. Nelson and M. Gizzi ed. Peace and Faith (Academic Studies Press, 2021): 207-231   
13. ‘Democrats Attitudes to the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict’ Middle East Policy 27(4) 2020: 48-61
14. ‘What Does Joe Biden’s Victory Mean for Israel?’ Israel Journal of Foreign Affairs, 14 (3) 2020
15. ‘The Special Relationship between the United States and Israel,’ in T. Petersen ed., Israel in a Turbulent Region: Security and Foreign Policy (Routledge, 2019): 237-254
16. ‘Israeli Attitudes to the Obama Administration’ in Efraim Inbar & Jonathan Rynhold eds., US Foreign Policy & Global Standing in the 21st Century: Realities & Perceptions (Routledge, 2016) (with Y. Bloch-Elkon)
17. 'הסכסוך הישראלי-פלסטיני בתרבות-פוליטית האמריקנית'  פוליטיקה  2016
18. 'Is the Pro-Israel Lobby a Block on Reaching a Peace Settlement?' Israel Studies Forum 25 (1) 2010
19. 'The US & the Peace Process' in Inbar & Gilboa Eds, US-Israeli Relations in a New Era (Routledge, 2008)
20. 'Israel's foreign & defence policy & Diaspora Jewish identity', in D. Ben-Moshe & Z. Segev eds. Israel & Diaspora Jewish Identity (Sussex Academic Press, 2007)
21. ‘Behind the Rhetoric: President Bush’s & the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict’ American Diplomacy 10(4) 2005
22. ‘US-Israeli Relations: From Camp David I to Camp David II’ in The Camp David Peace Process (Jerusalem: Begin Heritage Centre, 2002) pp. 43-55 
23. ‘The View from Jerusalem: Israeli-US Relations & the Peace Process’ Middle East Review of International Affairs (MERIA) 4 (2) 2000
24. 'Labour, Likud, the Special Relationship & the Peace Process', Israel Affairs 3 (3 & 4) 1997




International Politics of the Middle East
25. ‘Europe and Israel: Between Conflict and Cooperation’, Survival 60 (4) 2018: 91-112 (with T. Greene)
26. ‘Where Israel & Europe go from here’ Foreign Affairs 12 July 2017 (with T. Greene) 
27. ‘British Policy in the Arab-Israeli Arena since 1973’ British Journal of Middle Eastern Studies 34 (3) 2007 (with J. Spyer)
28. ‘British Policy towards the Middle East since the End of the Cold War’ in E. Podeh ed., Britain & the Middle East (Sussex Academic Press, 2007) pp. 283-301 (with Jonathan Spyer)
29. ‘Japan’s Cautious New Activism in the Middle East’ International Relations of Asia-Pacific 2 (2) 2002
30. ‘China's Cautious New Pragmatism in the Middle East', Survival 38 (3) 1996 


Israel Politics and the Peace Process
31. ‘The Quiet Revolution in Saudi-Israeli Relations,’ Mediterranean Politics 2021 26 (2) (with M. Yaari)  
32. ‘The Transformation of Saudi-Israeli Relations,’ Israel Affairs 26(6) 2020 (with M. Yaari)
33. 'Ideological Change & Israel's Disengagement from Gaza' Political Science Quarterly 123 (1) 2008
34. ''Realism, Liberalism and the Collapse of the Oslo Process' in G. Ben-Porat ed., The Failure of the Middle East Peace Process (Palgrave, 2008)
35. 'Israel & the Making of the Oslo Accords', Cooperation & Conflict 42 (4) 2007 
36. 'Israel's Fence: Can Separation Make Better Neighbours?' Survival 46 (1) 2004
37. ‘Making sense of Tragedy: Barak, the Israeli left & the Oslo peace process.’ Israel Studies Forum 19 (1) 2003
38. ‘Envisaging a Peace Referendum in Israel: Lessons from Northern Ireland’ Civil Wars 6 (1) 2003 
39. 'Peace & Security in the 2009 Israeli Elections', Israel Affairs 16 (1) 2010
40. 'From Centrism to Neo-Centrism' in Sandler, S., J. Rynhold & M. Gerstenfeld Eds., Israel at the Polls 2006 (Routledge, 2008), (with S. Sandler)
41. 'A Jewish & Democratic State? Government Involvement in Religion' Totalitarian Movements & Political Religions 9 (4) 2008 (with J. Fox)
42. ‘Israeli Politics’ in The Middle East & North Africa Yearbook (Europa, 2008) (with Jonathan Spyer)
43. 'Peace & Security in the 2006 Israeli Elections', Israel Affairs 13 (2) 2007
44. 'Peace & Security in the 2003 Israeli Elections', Israel Affairs 10 (4) 2004 (with G. Steinberg) 
45. ‘Religion & Israeli Approaches to the Palestinians’ Terrorism & Political Violence 17 (3) 2005
46. ‘Social Covenants: The Solution to the Crisis of Religion & State in Israel?’ Journal of Church & State 47 (4) 2005 (with A. Cohen)
47. ‘In Search of Israeli Conservatism’ Journal of Political Ideologies 7 (2) 2002
48. ‘Reconceptualizing Israeli Approaches to the Palestinian Question since 1967’ Israel Studies 6 (2) 2001

Miscellaneous
49. 'The German Question in Central & Eastern Europe & the Long Peace in Europe after 1945: An Integrated Theoretical Explanation' Review of International Studies 37 (1) 2011


Selected Briefing Papers 
‘What Can Israel Expect from the Trump Administration on Iran?’ in S. Shabtai and E. Shamir, Eds. The Israel–Iran War: Israel’s New Strategic Opening, September 2025 https://besacenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/90902/index.html 
IMEC – A Corridor for Peace and Regional Stability BESA Center Perspectives No. 2,344, May 2025
‘What Will Donald Trump’s Foreign Policy Look Like?’ in E. Shamir. ed. How Will Trump’s Return Redefine Global Dynamics? BESA Mideast Security and Policy Studies No. 210, 2024 besacenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/210-web-2.pdf 
Beyond Humanitarian Aid: A Plan for Gaza Civilians is a Strategic Necessity for Israel BESA Perspectives 2271, March 2024
Governing Gaza After the War: Israeli Perspectives Carnegie Endowment for International Peace Feb. 2024
[bookmark: _Hlk163808025]URGENT: An Israeli Strategy for a Post-Hamas Gaza ‘Winning the BDS Battle' BESA Perspectives no. 2225, October 2023
Winning the BDS Battle BESA Perspectives no. 231, 5 January 2014
Chanan Mozes, Moshe Hellinger & Jonathan Rynhold, Between Legitimate Protest and 'Price Tag' Violence: Religious-Zionist Attitudes to a Potential Large-scale Evacuation of West Bank Settlements. Argov Center, 2014. http://www.argovcenter.org/images/pubs-center/english/201502-religious-zionism-settlements-e.pdf 
 ‘The West’s Hubris: Is the Price of the Iraq War a Nuclear Iran'? BESA Perspectives 220, 2013 http://besacenter.org/perspectives-papers/wests-hubris-price-iraq-war-nuclear-iran/ 
'The Republican Primaries and the Israel Acid Test' BESA Perspectives 165, 2012 www.biu.ac.il/Besa/perspectives165.html
'The Obama Doctrine for the Middle East and its Consequences' BESA Perspectives 141, 2011 
'US Policy Regarding the Upheaval in Egypt' BESA Perspectives 128, 2011 www.biu.ac.il/SOC/besa/docs/perspectives128.pdf
‘Netanyahu's Begin-Sadat Center Speech', BESA Perspectives 80, 2009 www.biu.ac.il/SOC/besa/docs/perspectives80.pdf 
The Failure of the Oslo Process: Inherently Flawed or Flawed Implementation? BESA Security Studies, 76, 2008


SELECTED INVITED LECTURES & CONFERENCE PAPERS (inc. video/podcast)

Will Netanyahu Accept Trump's Gaza Plan?  Jerusalem Press Club 29 September 2025.
The Religious Zionism of Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks, World Congress of Jewish Studies, Hebrew University, Jerusalem, August 2025
Where do we stand with Washington? - with Jonathan Rynhold Begin Heritage Center 2 July 2025 
Insights from the 12 Day Israel-Iran War Fathom 1 July 2025, from 49 mins-68 mins
https://fathomjournal.org/fathom-interviews-insights-from-the-12-day-israel-iran-war/ 
Assessing the Impact of the Strike on Iran Israel Council on Foreign Relations 26 June 2025
https://wjc-org.zoom.us/rec/share/Ayc0TPbpjQAuigZ0iGUPUDOvLo2WLVr7k9xapvmoXP2Jgoi5d2fe797MpVYE-1lG.eCA72oTlS54TE-qx 
Perspectives on the Iran War BESA Center for Strategic Studies 25 June 2025 4-15 mins
Trump, Israel & the Middle East. International Institute of International Relations (IDIS) Athens, Greece 27 February 2025
What Trump 2.0 Means for the Middle East Jerusalem Press Club 30 January 2025
Trump and the Middle East BICOM Podcast 8 November 2024

The Americanization of the Israeli Right Tel Aviv University, Center for American Studies, 1 August 2024. 27-59 minutes
Israel's Divided Politics Babel Podcast Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) Washington DC, 6 June 2024
“America needs to maintain a balance of power against radical Islam” Fathom Journal Podcast with Jonathan Rynhold 
Israel's 9/11 — U.S.-Israel Relations in Times of Tension  Center for Israel Education 28 March 2024
Gaza After Hamas: The Post-war Governance Problem UCLA Nazarian Center for Israel Studies 29 November 2023
October 7th: Where We Stand - An Academic Overview BIU International school 18 November 2023 @1.03- 1.30
Judicial Reforms, Protests & Violence in Israel New York JCC, Manhattan 3 April 2023

The United States and the Abraham Accords. German Armed Forces Staff and Command College/BESA Center Strategic Dialogue, 23 March 2023

US policy towards the Middle East in the Shadow of the Iraq War [Hebrew]  Twenty Years since the Iraq War, Dayan Center for Middle Eastern Studies  Tel Aviv University, 23 March 2023

Jonathan Sacks: The Rabbi as a Public Intellectual, Conference in Honour of Jonathan Sacks Bar Ilan University 17 January 2023 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z6dnTEzygqk 

Israel Election: What's Behind the Rise of the Far Right? Haaretz.com Podcast 2 November 2022

עתיד מערכת היחסים בין ארה״ב לישראל, פרופ׳ יונתן ריינהולד, בר-דעת פודקאסט יולי 2022

[bookmark: _Hlk157705183]The United States and the Abraham Accords. German Armed Forces Staff and Command College/BESA Center Strategic Dialogue, 23 March 2023
What does Israel’s political future look like?  BICOM's Podcast  March 2023 
Two Years Since the Abraham Accords: The US. Dayan Center/Israel Council on Foreign Relations, Tel Aviv Univ, July 2022
American Public Opinion on Israel, Association of Israel Studies annual conference, Bar-Ilan, June 2022 
What does withdrawal from Afghanistan mean for the US role in Middle East? Fathom, September 2021
Panel on American Grand Strategy, November 2020, Haifa University https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/7MbrTdCYa_U0HbNBwfi8Jd0hLY1Vv5xtHEDx7pO1SVRIuse5DYs-SSlGVxR5FZyA.dJBwVmayqHgZ1BsH 

AIS Distinguished Lecturer ‘The Impact of the U.S. Elections on U.S.-Israeli Relations’ Panel. 
Azrieli Institute of Israel Studies /Serling Institute for Israel Studies, 2020 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hUh1Gj8ifHI&fbclid=IwAR2zew54bJBJ5y1mhhAcr4OvFqFqirFMMZFlxawKxkQWoMQxQKk5PARcnus 
Democrats’ Attitudes toward the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict. Middle East Policy Council, May 2021
US-Israeli Relations in the Age of Trump. Council on Foreign Relations, New York, February 2017
US-Israeli Strategic Relations. Princeton University Conference on US-Israeli Relations, 2016
US-Israeli Relations in the Age of Trump Oxford University, UK, 2016
The New US President and the Middle East (Panel: Dennis Ross, Mike Herzog, Jonathan Rynhold & Ehud Yaari) 
BICOM Policy Conference Houses of Parliament, Nov. 2016 http://fathomjournal.org/trump-and-the-middle-east-prospects-and-tasks/ 

Panel on the Peace Process, June 2015 (from 20:40-29: 50) BICOM Conference, Houses of Parliament
http://fathomjournal.org/jn-bicom-2015-conference-have-rejectionists-slammed-the-door-on-the-two-state-solution/

US-Israel Relations: A Changing Landscape? Washington Institute for Near East Policy 2015 http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/view/u.s.-israel-relations-a-changing-landscape 


SELECTED OP-EDS
Could Trump’s extreme rhetoric deliver a wider peace? Jewish Chronicle 6 February 2025

What Will Donald Trump’s Foreign Policy Look Like? Jerusalem Post 17 January 2025


ארה"ב רוצה להישאר מגינת העולם החופשי ולחזק את מעמדה הבינלאומי גלובס 03.11.2023
https://www.globes.co.il/news/article.aspx?did=1001461637https://www.globes.co.il/news/article.aspx?did=1001461637 


לקחים ממלחמת המפרץ: זה מה שישראל צריכה לעשות בנוגע לעזה - גלובס29 October 2023 


Netanyahu’s responsibility for the Jewish-Arab meltdown in Israel. Times of Israel. 28 May 2021 (Featured Post)
https://blogs.timesofisrael.com/netanyahus-responsibility-for-the-jewish-arab-meltdown-in-israel/
Could PM Netanyahu’s indictment end Israel’s political stalemate? Washington Post 23 November 2019 www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2019/11/23/could-prime-minister-benjamin-netanyahus-indictment-end-israels-political-stalemate/ 
Netanyahu’s time is up. The World Today April/May 2018 https://www.chathamhouse.org/publications/twt/netanyahu-s-time 
Obama's mistake: Freeing Iran from the threat of war’ Ha'aretz 30 July 2015 http://www.haaretz.com/opinion/1.668694 
What Israelis care about on election day CNN 14 March 2015 http://edition.cnn.com/2015/03/15/opinions/rynhold-israeli-election-issues/ 
Why Israel's Political Center and Left Shouldn't Unite Against Netanyahu. The Atlantic 8 November 2012 www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2012/11/why-israels-political-center-and-left-shouldnt-unite-against-netanyahu/264955/


SELECTED RECENT MEDIA COMMENT

Israel Says Gaza Cease-Fire Is Back On After Netanyahu Ordered Strikes Wall Street Journal 30 October 2025
Marco Rubio warns in Israel that Trump ceasefire deal is the ‘only plan’ Washington Post 24 October 2025
Vance meets Netanyahu in Israel as Gaza ceasefire concerns persist  Washington Post 22 October 2025
A Parade of Senior U.S. Officials Descends on Israel for ‘Bibisitting’ Duty  Wall Street Journal 22 October 2025
Alto el fuego en Gaza, la tregua que pone a prueba el plan de Trump RTVE (Spain) 9 October 2025 
Hamás, la amenaza aún latente en Gaza RTVE (Spain) 4 October 2025 
Gaza : Benyamin Nétanyahou, sous pression, accepte le plan de paix de Trump, tout en posant ses conditions Le Monde 30 September 2025
Israel’s next moves after the 12-Day War Jerusalem Post 28 September 2025
Trump and Netanyahu meet amid a push for a Gaza ceasefire Washington Post 7 July 2025
Ich bin dankbar“: US-Angriff auf Iran lässt viele Israelis aufatmen DPA 5 July 2025
As Israel struggles for Middle East dominance, Benjamin Netanyahu’s political future is still up in the air Sydney Morning Herald, 4 July 2025
[bookmark: _Hlk201748423]Clash with Iran boosts Netanyahu, but Israelis worry about long fight Washington Post 15 June 2025

Middle East war at a crossroads as Trump pressures Hamas, Israel Jerusalem Post 10 February 2025
Israel’s anti-war protests avoid Gaza. These women are changing that Washington Post 21 April 2025
Netanyahu to plead with Trump for tariff break The Hindu 7 April 2025
Israeli PM Netanyahu arrives in US for first visit with Trump since tariffs Al Arabia (Saudi) 7 April 2025
What is the 'Qatargate' scandal roiling Israel? Al Ahram (Egypt) 2 April 2025 
Interview in Greece’s top newspaper www.kathimerini.gr/opinion/interviews/563491000/netaniachoy-tramp-oi-airetikoi-tis-diplomatias/ 4 March 2025 
Gaza: Israel stoppt Waren- und Hilfslieferungen Der Spiegel 2 March 2025
What could we expect from Trump's presidency? Times of Israel 2 December 2024
Trump’s pro-Israel team sparks debate on Middle East diplomacy, Jerusalem Post 1 December 2024 https://www.jpost.com/opinion/article-831522  
The Amsterdam Attacks and the Long Shadow of ‘Pogroms’ New York Times, 25 November 2024
Guerre au Proche-Orient : Benyamin Nétanyahou limoge le ministre de la défense Le Monde/AFP 6 November 2024
Israël: Netanyahu limoge en pleine guerre son ministre de la Défense L'Express 6 November 2024
Interview about Netanyahu’s visit to Washington DC. Reshet Bet radio 1 February 2025 (23.45) https://www.kan.org.il/player?itemId=50474&playerType=Radio&programId=10439 

The Amsterdam Attacks and the Long Shadow of ‘Pogroms’ New York Times, 25 November 2024

Guerre au Proche-Orient : Benyamin Netanyahou limoge le ministre de la défense Le Monde/AFP 6 November 2024

Thousands of Israelis protest against Netanyahu’s dismissal of defense minister Al Arabiya 6 November 2024

Sinwar's death comforts Netanyahu but hostage issue remains, October 18, 2024 AFP/L'Orient-Le Jour (Lebanon)

Israel assesses Iranian missile damage, weighs response  Washington Post 2 October 2024

Israel: Der Krieg gegen die Hisbollah im Libanon ist Konsens Der Spiegel (Long Interview) 24 September 2024

Hezbollah chief calls pager, radio attacks an ‘act of war’ by Israel Washington Post 19 September 2024

Interview on Japanese current affairs TV program “Hodo 1930” BS-TBS channel (dubbed) 25 July 2024 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XyztCl4pLqQ From 22:50 followed by discussion of my comments 

Gaza-Krieg: Israel erklärt einflussreichen Hamas-Militärchef für tot Stern/DPA 31 July 2024

Editorial: The Mysterious Island Charlie Hebdo [France] 22 May 2024 

Tagesthemen 22:15 Uhr | tagesschau.de ARD (main German TV channel) 22 May 2024  15.46-16.24

ראש המחלקה למדעי המדינה באוני' בר-אילן: הכרה במדינה פלשתינית מחזקת החמאס ישראל היום 22 מאי 2024

Jonathan Rynhold : "La majorité des Israéliens ne croient pas en une solution à deux États" L'Express 18 May 2024

Opinion: Beneath the bloodshed, a new path to Mideast peace emerges The Globe and Mail 17 May 2024

Iran to strike Israel in 24-48 hours Fox News 12 April 2024

Blinken’s Israel visit exposes limits of US diplomacy Financial Times 9 February 2024 

Elusive Prospects for a Long-Term Resolution in Israel-Hamas Conflict The Newsmen (India) 2 December 2023

Despite Pause, a Long-Term End to Israel-Hamas War Is Not in Sight U.S. News & World Report 1 December 2023

Blinken arrives in Israel as resumption of Gaza war looms Washington Post 30 November 2023


אמילי בת ה-9 ״אבדה״? זו הסיבה שראש ממשלת אירלנד מפחד לומר את האמת  ישראל היום  27 נובמבר 2023

Gaza's Future Looms, Exposes Rifts Between Israel & Western Allies Globo (Brazil) 8 November 2023

Israel Defense Forces: Ground Offensive in the Gaza Strip: Risks and Possible Consequences DE ZEIT 11 Oct. 2023

'There was clearly an intelligence failure in Israel', says political scientist GLOBO 11 October 2023

Ron DeSantis signs bill to combat hate crimes while in Israel NBC 27 April 2023
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